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The Fourth Sunday of Easter is always Good Shepherd Sunday. On the Fourth Sunday of Easter we 

always read a passage from Chapter 10 of John’s Gospel, where the author of John reflects on Jesus as 

being our Good Shepherd. Jesus as the Good Shepherd is a much cherished Icon of Christian spirituality. 

During this time of the coronavirus pandemic, and the suffering and death inflicted by COVID-19, we so 

sorely need the comfort that the image of Jesus as the gentle, Good Shepherd provides. The Good 

Shepherd who binds up our wounds and willingly puts his life on the line for us.  

Some years ago there was a television quiz show called “Let’s Make a Deal,” in which contestants were 

given a chance for a grand prize. Suspense built as they were asked to choose: door number one, door 

number two, or door number three. Two doors concealed “zonk,” or gag prizes. Behind the third door 

was something desirable, like a trip, a car or large amounts of cash. Every once in a while someone 

would get lucky and choose the correct door. Today in the Gospel selection from John, Jesus does speak 

about himself as the shepherd of the sheep: “… Whoever enters through the gate is the Shepherd of the 

sheep… the sheep hear his voice, as the shepherd calls his own sheep by name and leads them out…the 

sheep follow him, because they recognize his voice.” 

However, and what may seem odd, Jesus also speaks of himself as the gate or door of the sheepfold. 

Like the correct door on the TV game show “Let’s Make a Deal” that led to very desirable prizes, Jesus as 

the gate to the sheepfold also leads to most desirable gifts. Jesus says: “I am the gate for the sheep…” 

“Whoever enters through me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find pasture.” Jesus 

concludes: “I came so that they (the sheep) might have life and have it more abundantly.” 

One aspect of a gate to the sheepfold in Jesus’ day, was that the gate was human. The entrance way 

didn’t always have a swinging gate like wood or metal. One of the shepherds would literally lie down in 

the doorway to guard the sheep. The sheep could only get in and out through the shepherd. During the 

night the shepherd would be definitely laying his life on the line to protect the sheep from predators 

such as robbers – or human predators even.  

Another important aspect of the gate image Jesus uses is that a gate swings both ways in two directions 

– in and out. Jesus as the gate is the only way into the sheepfold, into the life of the Church, into the life 

of the Risen Christ. Anyone who tries to enter the sheepfold in another way is a thief, a robber with the 

intent only to do harm to the sheep of the sheepfold. The thief or robber is that person who has no 

intention to live Jesus’ new Resurrected life, that person only sees the sheep (the Church) as a means for 

personal gain. The thief or robber, Jesus speaks of is, the proverbial wolf in sheep’s clothing. 

Unfortunately, the Church down through the ages has suffered all too often at the hands of these 

thieves and robbers Jesus speaks of. 

However, those intent on entering the sheepfold through Jesus the gate, and intent on living his new life 

of grace (heeding the call of his voice) will find in the sheepfold (believing community) a place of 

refreshment and rest, a space where wounds can be healed and where all can be nourished by God’s 

Word and nourished at the Lord’s Table. 



Jesus also opens out into verdant pastures for the sheep. Gaining strength from Jesus’ life in the 

sheepfold, we the sheep are called to go out into the pastures of the world, living and proclaiming the 

new life of Jesus, fields that are rich for harvest. 

On Easter morning, having breached the gates of death, the Risen Jesus was transformed into the new 

gate so that we “might have life and have it more abundantly.” Jesus the gate lies wide open for us all. 

All we need do is heed the call of His voice, and enter a life that will last unto eternity.      


