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Have you ever wondered why Jesus would tell a parable about ten virgins, where the five wise virgins 

are so selfish they wouldn’t even share their lamp oil with the five hapless virgins? We could even ask: 

what is so laudable or Christian about the selfish hoarding of the wise virgins? The answer of course, 

there is nothing praise-worthy about the selfishness of the wise virgins. But, Jesus does not tell the 

parable of the ten virgins to teach a lesson on charity or justice. 

A parable is meant to teach only one lesson, and selfishness versus sharing is not the lesson of the 

parable of the five wise virgins and the five foolish virgins. The lesson of the parable this weekend is 

about being prepared for the end time when the Kingdom of God is ushered in, in all of its fullness. The 

oil that fuels the light of the lamps of our ten virgins is to be understood as good deeds – or living out 

the Gospel – walking in the footsteps of Jesus. The lesson is no one can live the good deeds of the gospel 

for someone who does no good deeds. No one can supply the oil to light up the lamp of my life, then I 

will not be ready to enter God’s Kingdom when the bridegroom (Jesus) comes.  

Jesus is calling on us then to be prepared at all times, for we really do not know the hour the 

bridegroom will arrive.  

Obviously the wedding feast is symbolic of the great feast of God’s Kingdom at the end of time. The 

bridegroom is the Messiah, Jesus. What Jesus is saying is that his return at the end of time will be like a 

bridegroom who shows up late to his own wedding feast. The five wise virgins, who were smart enough 

to bring oil along with their lamps, were ready to greet the bridegroom and light his way into the feast. 

The five foolish were unprepared, and thus were shut out from the feast. They were scrambling, but no 

amount of scrambling will help them! 

The ten virgins are us. We have to ask ourselves – are we among the wise virgins, or among the foolish 

virgins? The lamps the virgins are carrying? The lamps are our Baptism, initially lit up brightly with the 

light of Jesus. It is up to us to keep that light of Baptism brightly! The five wise virgins brought flasks of 

oil! The oil of Good Deeds – Living the Gospel, that will feed the light of Christ and keep it burning 

brightly! 

In chapter 7 of Matthew’s Gospel, at the end of the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus tells us that people 

who listen to his WORDS, but do not act on them are the foolish ones. They are like those who build 

their houses on sand. The oil that keeps the light of Christ burning brightly in our lamps, and makes us 

ready to greet the bridegroom, is acting on the WORDS of Jesus in our lives – living lives of compassion 

and mercy seeking to do the works of love and justice for others. In short, to walk faithfully in the 

footsteps of the bridegroom, who showed us the way. As the five foolish virgins found out when the 

asked for a share of the wise virgins oil, it is oil only we can supply, and we just may find out that it is too 

late!    


