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In a very real sense the Last Supper was not really a Last Supper, but, instead, was a striking event that 

gave birth to many “meals of longing” for Christ to come in Glory. St. Paul reminds us of this tonight: 

“For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the death of the Lord until he 

comes.” We proclaim what St. Paul says in one of our memorial acclamations we use after the 

Consecration: “We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess your Resurrection until you come again.”  

And what we do tonight – entering into our celebration of the Easter Triduum – is to continue in that 

long 2000 year tradition of celebrating a meal of longing for Christ’s coming in glory. 

Particularly at this Eucharist commemorating the Last Supper – we not only proclaim our longing for 

Christ to come – but we remember what Jesus was and is all about. We remember Jesus mandating us: 

“you ought to wash one another’s feet… as I have done for you, you should also do.”  

Every time we celebrate this Eucharistic Meal Jesus gave us – we proclaim how Jesus lived his life in 

service for others – pouring himself out for you and me. In John’s Last Supper scene, when Jesus gets 

down on the floor and washes his disciples’ feet, he concretely shows what he means by living a life of 

service to others. In washing the feet of his disciples Jesus is saying this is how you take up your cross 

and walk in my footsteps. And as we read about Jesus washing his disciples’ feet his words should be 

echoing in our ears: 

 “If I wash your feet…then you must wash each other’s feet…as I have done, so you must do.” 

However it is very interesting how Jesus responds to Peter in our Gospel story! Remember the dialogue? 

Peter says: “you shall never wash my feet.” And Jesus, looking intently at Peter says: “If I do not wash 

you, you shall have no share in my heritage.” In other words what Jesus is saying is that, if I am to be his 

follower, I must not only wash others feet, but I must be humble enough to allow others to wash my 

feet – humble enough to let others serve me. To refuse to let others wash my feet – means to deny the 

true nature of Jesus as the loving master – means I do not see Jesus the loving Master trying to serve me 

in my fellow Christians. Jesus is trying to teach us that Passover from Death to Life – our Passover from 

slavery to freedom is accomplished only by sacrificial service – we Passover from death to Life – through 

a life of washing feet – washing each other’s feet. I washing your feet, you washing my feet!   

Every time, then, we come and celebrate of this sacred feast – this sacred Eucharist where we partake of 

the body and blood of Christ – we become one with Christ – and we are saying we want to be identified 

with his life of loving service – we are saying that we believe that the way to new life is through washing 

each other’s feet. This Holy meal calls us to form community – to wash the feet even of – people we 

would never like to congregate with if we were to create our own community. In this meal we accept 

Jesus’ call to wash each other’s feet. “What I just did was to give you an example: as I have done, so you 

must do.” 


