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We Are Pilgrims of Hope

On May 9, 2024 Pope Francis solemnly an-
nounced that the Church’s Jubilee year 2025 “will
be a Holy Year marked by a lively experience of
grace and an opportunity to be renewed in the
hope thar does not fade, our hope in God. May
it help us to recover the confident trust thar we
require, in the Church and in society, in our in-
terpersonal relationships, in international rela-
rions, and in our task of promoting the dignity of
all persons and respect for God’s gift of creation.
May the witness of believers be for our world
a leaven of authentic hope, a harbinger of new
heavens and a new earth, where men and women
will dwell in justice and harmony, in joyful expec-
tation of the fulfilment of the Lord’s promises.”

"Hope is the virtue that gives inward direction
and purpose to the life of believers so that we may
bear credible and artractive witness ro the faith
and love that dwell in our hearts: that our fich
may be joyful and our charity enthusiastic; and
that each of us may be able ro offer a smile, a
small gesture of friendship; a kind look, a ready
ear, a gund deed, in the |u1uw1¢:dgu that, in the
Spirit of Jesus, these can become, for those who
receive them, rich seeds of hope.”

Our Pilgrimage Journey to and with Jesus

A pilgrimage is both an outer journey to a sacred
place, and an inner journey to meet Christ and
deepen our relationship with him. Thus Pope
Francis desires that this Jubilee Year be a time “to
encourage and sustain the hope that guides our
steps towards the goal of a genuine, personal en-
counter with the risen Lord Jesus, who is not only
the destination of our earthly pilgrimage but also
a constant presence in our lives. | invite every-
one to place their trust in the Lord who not only
guides us, bur is God-with-us, who loves us and
walks with us in every circumstance of life. He
shows us the path of love, lifts us up when we fall
and supports us in our labors, opens our eyes to
sce our wretchedness and that of the world, but at
the same time fills us with hope.”




THE MEANING OF THE JUBILEE LOGO:
PILGRIMS OF HOPE

The official logo of the 2025 Jubilee Year shows four colorful pilgrims,
who symbolize all of humanity coming from all directions on their com-
mon journey to Christ. As they embrace each other in unity,
the figure in front grasps the cross, which is the sign of our "
hope that united with Jesus we will also move through 31

our death to new life. The elongated cross also changes & 2.

at its base into an anchor, which was an ancient sign of )

hope because sailors used the anchor to stabilize ships v

during storms. So during the challenges of our daily lives &
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and the events of the wider world symbolized by the rough
waves beneath the pilgrims, hope keeps us focused on the goal
of our pilgrimage to draw ever closer to encounter the Risen Christ.

WHAT IS A JUBILEE YEAR?

The jubilee year (from the Hebrew word yobel, meaning horn, which was
blown to proclaim the year’s beginning) is an ancient Jewish tradition (see
Leviticus 25:8-17, 29-31) of pardon and reconciliation celebrated every
50 years (after a "sabbath of sabbaths,” 7 x 7 years) when the communiry
imitated God’s mercy and forgiveness by forgiving debts and by each fam-
ily returning to its own land and not cultivating it thar year.

This jubilee tradition was first adapred for Catholics in 1300 by Pope Bon-
iface VIII as a universal “year of forgiveness of all sins.” Since that time the
“ordinary” jubilee years have usually been at 50 or now 25 year intervals
(the last was in 2000), with other “extraordinary” jubilee years declared
for special reasons like that of Mercy in 2015. Jubilee years are character-
ized especially by prayer, good works, pilgrimages to sacred sites (especially
Rome), cultural events and special indulgences for these who participate.

THE HOLY DOOR OF ST. PETER'S

Since the 1500, the ceremonial opening at St. Peter’s Basilica of the usu-
:!.Uy locked massive bronze ["I[:rly Door (also called the “Door of the Great
Pardon” since its 16 panels portray various biblical scenes of sin and re-
demption) begins each Jubilee Year. After re-
citing specific prayers and invoking the Holy
Spirit, the Pope pushes open the door and
W cnters the Church, inviting pilgrims likewise
B (o renew their spiritual journey and cross the

| threshold.

The opening of the Holy Door invites the
faithful o embark on a journey of even deeper
faith. Crossing the threshold of the door is a powerful act, inspired by
Jesus words in John 10:9, *1 am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will
be saved and will go in and out and find pasture.” This passage highlights
the transformative experience of entering through the Holy Door, symbol-
izing the decision to follow Jesus, the Good Shepherd. The door serves as
a physical and spirirual gateway, leading pilgrims into the sacred space of
the church and inviting them to renew their commitment to their faich.
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2025 JUBILEE PRAYER
PILGRIMS OF HOPE

Facher in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
tor the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us
into tireless cultivators

of the sceds of the Gospel.

May those seeds transform from within

both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation of a
new heaven and a new earth, when,
with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughour the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed,
be glory and praise for ever. Amen.

For more information on the 2025
Jubilee Year of Hope and how you may
participate more fully sce the Vaticans
official websire ar
www.iubilaeum?2025 . valen.hunl
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